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30, 1909, of a long-desired heir to the throne
(the Princess Juliana) was hailed with de-
light.

During World War I the Netherlands
maintained strict neutrality.

With the outbreak of the European War,
1939, Germany massed large numbers of
troops along the Netherlands and Belgium
borders giving rise to the belief that the Ger-
mans might attempt to strike at the Allies
through those countries. Airports on the
Netherlands coast would bring German

rises from three Low German dialects. The
new Netherlandish or modern Dutch dates
from the i6th century. Unification was pro-
moted by the severance from Spain and the
Spanish Netherlands towards the end of the
16th century, by the first Dutch grammar
(1585), the poems of Vondel (1587-1679), the
authorized Dutch version of the Bible (1626-
37), the growth of the drama, and the liter-
ary society, 'Nil volentibus arduum,' which
tended to regularize spelling and phraseology.
The earliest beginnings of Dutch literature
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bombers much nearer to London and other
strategic English objectives. Accordingly the
Netherlands completely mobilized her army
and prepared to open dykes which would
put much of her territory under water in the
event of invasion.

The Nazis invaded the Netherlands on May
10, 1940 and in four days forced the capitu-
lation of the entire Dutch army, Queen Wil-
helmina rushing to safety in England. Here
the government-in-exile was established,
under Premier Gerbrandy. Rotterdam was
severely bombed by the Nazis. By early 1945
the Nazis had been driven out and the
Queen returned. In the same year the Dutch
East Indies were freed of Japanese misrule.

Netherlands: Language and Litera-
ture. Dutch (now Nederlandsch officially)

(including Flemish) consist mainly of trans-
lations from Romance sources by Jakob van
Maerlant (i3th century) and others. In the
i4th century Jan Boendale wrote rhymed
chronicles and didactic poems, and wander-
ing minstrels produced notable lyrics.

Renaissance influences were largely spread
by the 'Eglantine' Kamer der Rederijker in
Amsterdam. This society developed the na-
tive drama. Jakob Cats (1577-1660), by his
'mixture of canny morality and shrewd,
homely wit,' found a place in every Dutch
household, and founded the school of Dord-
recht. Descriptive poems, especially of Dutch
river scenes, are conspicuous in Dutch liter-
ature. Andries Pels, in 1695, founded the lit-
erary society, 'Nil volentibus arduum,1 and
based drama on strict rules, chiefly French,